
HAND AUGER DATASHEET 

ARCA have several sets of Eijkelkamp hand 

auger equipment suitable for rapid 

investigation of shallow fine-grained 

sediments. 

This lightweight and 

versatile equipment is 

best suited to rapid 

assessment of soft, fine-

grained surface deposits. 

Hand auger equipment is 

usually operated by a 

crew of two ARCA geo-

archaeologists. The 

equipment consists of a 

T-shaped handle 

attached to an auger 

head. Drilling begins by 

pushing the auger by 

hand down to the 

required depth, twisting 

to detach the sample, 

and pulling the handle 

upwards to retrieve the 

sample. As coring 

proceeds additional 

extension rods (1000mm 

long) are attached to the 

auger as needed. 

A range of auger heads 

are compatible with this 

equipment: 30mm 

diameter gouge heads 

(either 500mm or 

1000mm long) for 

sampling fine sediments 

(silt/clay to fine sand) and ‘Edelman’ combination 

and riverside auger heads (70mm and 100mm 

diameter) for sampling sandy sediments.  

Sediments recovered using the hand auger are 

suitable for on-site description and logging of 

sediments, or for taking small ‘bulk samples’ for 

spot identification of fossils and/or recovery of 

material for dating. 

Hand drilling can, depending on the nature of the 

sediments encountered, reach a maximum depth 

of 5m below ground level. This equipment is not 

capable of penetrating gravels or coarse Made 

Ground. Hand auger equipment is lightweight, 

portable, and sampling is relatively rapid. This 

equipment is therefore well-suited for use either 

during geoarchaeological site visits to investigate 

deposits within excavation trenches, or for initial 

reconnaissance survey of fine sediments. 

A minimum working area of 2mX2m is required to 

safely operate the equipment, and vehicle access 

to within 500m of the drilling site is required. For 

more details visit: http://www.vanwalt.com/pdf/fact-

sheets/Gouge-Augers-Fact-Sheet.pdf. 

 

 

 

To discuss the requirements of your 

project and to request a quotation 

contact ARCA: 

Email: arca@winchester.ac.uk   

(+44) (0)1962 827 554 

Key Facts:Key Facts:Key Facts:   

   HandHandHand---operated by crew of twooperated by crew of twooperated by crew of two   

   Compatible with a range of Compatible with a range of Compatible with a range of 

auger headsauger headsauger heads   

   Suitable for fine sediments up Suitable for fine sediments up Suitable for fine sediments up 

to maximum depth of 5mto maximum depth of 5mto maximum depth of 5m   

   Lightweight/portable: vehicle Lightweight/portable: vehicle Lightweight/portable: vehicle 

access to within 500m of cor-access to within 500m of cor-access to within 500m of cor-

ing site requireding site requireding site required   

   Suited to onSuited to onSuited to on---site description/site description/site description/

recording of sedimentsrecording of sedimentsrecording of sediments   

Advantages: takes undisturbed sediment 

samples (if using gouge auger head). Faster and 

less expensive than powered auger boreholes. 

 

Disadvantages: only 

capable of penetrating 

shallow sediments (>5m 

deep), cannot recover 

sealed cores for analysis. 
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